
I
MAGINE a structure that could be a home,
office, workshop, classroom, bothy, or holi-
day let – on land, on flat roofs in cities, or
with the addition of floats, on canals, lochs
and other waterways. If this all sounds a tad

far fetched, meet the Airship …
Inspired by the magnificent views around his

home in Argyll, the airship is the brainchild of
architect Roderick James, whose eponymous
architects practice is headquartered in Devon
but has an office in Glasgow city centre work-
ing on 25 design/build projects in Scotland.

“Having spent the last 30 years designing
houses, cabins, tree-houses, bothies and house-
boats, I have wide experience of life in small
spaces as well as where and how buildings dete-
riorate. I wanted to design something that
would eliminate many of the drawbacks of
timber and be self-sufficient, lightweight, main-
tenance free, adaptable and suitable for virtu-
ally any location,” he says.

The Airship is made from aluminium, which
means all of its component parts can be carried
by one or two people to be erected on site
usually within a week. Modular construction
means an Airship can be supplied to almost
any length, while the choice of widths makes it
possible to have a two-bedroomed version –
they can also be linked together and fitted with
wheels to allow movement. The roof is designed
to collect rainwater, which is gravity-fed into
storage containers under the floor.

A basic insulated shell – spanning an inter-
nal area of 9m x 4.3m to incorporate a living/
dining area and kitchen, bedroom with double
bed or bunks and shower room – starts from
around £60,000 but the sky’s the limit inside.

An Airship in Argyll is available as holiday
let with shower, flushing toilet, wood stove and
photo-voltaic panels – all of which play a
supporting role to the star feature, its amazing
double-glazed window to the world. Essentially,
wherever there is a spectacular view there
could be an Airship from which to admire it in
comfort and in all seasons.

For more details chec outoftheblue.uk.com
or rjarchitects.co.uk and be inspired. n
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Small plot and big ideas? Try
this funky modular home for
size By Beverley Brown
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